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The Signs of Christmas
How to use this Advent Calendar

The Advent Season is here! Inside there are readings for 
each day starting December 1st. A tea light has been provid-
ed for you to “light” each day before you start the reading. 
This light serves as a visual reminder of Christ’s presence, 
which is always with us.

Each week there is an object for you to take out and place 
by your candle, a “sign” that tells us Christmas is coming. 
We can often forget that God is constantly at work, and fail 
to notice the wonderful things he is doing. May this caland-
er help you learn to look for signs of God all around this 
Christmas season. 
We have provided this digital version for when you are trav-
eling, so that you still have the opportunity to do a reading 
about the Christmas story even when you are not at home.

Pastor Stephanie



The Signs of Christmas
Week One - Gift

One of the signs of Christmas is gifts 
- we buy them, hope for them, make 
lists for them, and wrap them. Giv-
ing gifts to others is a wonderful way 
to show them you love them, and it 
reflects the love of God as he gave us 
his Son Jesus. Open the bag for Week 
One, set the gift before the light of 
Christ and focus on how Jesus is the 
greatest gift we could ever be given.

Etiam egestas, dui vel facilisis consequat, 

massa nibh ultrices nisl, sed sollicitudin 

diam odio non ante



December 1st - Read Luke 1:5-17
An angel came to Zechariah to tell him his 
wife would have a child, a child who would 
“prepare the way” for Jesus. This child’s name 
ends up being John the Baptist. What exactly 
does “prepare the way” mean? He was sent 
to get everyone ready to announce that the 
Promised One - Jesus was coming. John was 
one of the many signs in the Bible that point-
ed people to Jesus. We will spend this advent 
season looking for  signs - the things God 
is showing us that all point to his Son Jesus. 
This might be in the way we see him chang-
ing our lives, or the lives of other people. Or 
it might be something more concrete, like a 
nativity scene. What is something you have 
noticed recently that tells you it’s Christmas-
time? And what are some ways it points you 
to Jesus?

December 2nd - Read Luke 1:26-33
Another angel, this one named Gabriel, came 
to visit Mary to tell her she would have a child 
who would be “the Son of the Most High”. He 
tells her to not be afraid, because she had found 
favor with God. The ultimate sign of Christmas 
was about to arrive - Jesus, the Promised One. 

Mary was chosen (favored) by God for a very 
important task. And that can be scary, especially 
if you don’t feel like you are able to do it. Each 
time God tells different people in the Bible to 
not be afraid, it’s because he knows they are 
scared. So he says “do not be afraid” to comfort 
them, reminding them he is with them. What 
are some ways you see and feel that God has 
been with you recently? Thank God for his 
presence - which is always with us.

December 3rd - Read Luke 1:34-38

The angel smiled gently and spoke into 
the doubts clouding her head. “Nothing is 
impossible with God.” With those words, 
Mary’s heart felt lighter and her hope grew 
stronger.  I belong to the Lord. Whatever 
He wants me to do, I will do, she thought.  
The angel’s words, “For no word from God 
will ever fail” also contain a wonderful 
promise: that God will do what he says he 
will do. 

There are so many ways God has been 
faithful to fulfill his promises to those who 
love him, and because of this, we can trust 
he will continue to do what he says he will 
do. We can trust in his faithfulness! What 
are some ways you have seen God be faith-
ful this past year? Praise God for all things 
you can look back on this year and see his 
work in your life.

December 4th - Read Luke 1:39-50

After Mary received word that she would give 
birth, she travels to visit her cousin Elizabeth, 
who is about to become the mother of John 
the Baptist. Elizabeth is filled with the Holy 
Spirit when she sees Mary, proclaiming Mary 
will have a baby—and that baby is the Messi-
ah, the Promised One.
 
What a wonderful confirmation of what the 
angel Gabriel said to Mary - another sign 
that God was about to do something amaz-
ing for the world, all through a baby that was 
about to be born. What is something amaz-
ing you’ve seen God do in your life this year? 
Thank him for showing you his power and 
love for you through these amazing things.



The Signs of Christmas
Week Two - The Animals

One of the first things we think of 
when we picture the scene of Jesus’ 
birth is animals. They were right by 
him when he was born, the shepherds 
were watching their flocks of  sheep 
when the angels came to brin g the 
good news. Take the little animal out 
of the bag for Week Two and include it 

next to the gift and light.

Animals are a sign of God’s good cre-
ation. Pay attention to the animals you 
see this week, and maybe give some 
extra love to any pets you have. They 

are gifts from God!



December 5th - Read Romans 5:1-2

Faith - Hope - Peace - Grace. All wonderful 
words for the Advent season mentioned 
in this passage. God has given us so much 
and these verses help us understand our 
place as his children because of these good 
gifts.

Today is Sunday - Sabbath Day! Enjoy the 
day by taking your flashlight outside once 
it gets dark and have a scavenger hunt. (If 
it’s too cold, just turn the lights out inside 
your house and try it that way.) Looks 
for objects that remind you of God - see 
the signs of his grace and his presence all 
around you. 



December 9th - Read Isaiah 9:6

God sent us a Savior in the form of a baby. 
Seems pretty ordinary and simple, right? The 
prophet Isaiah assured us, however, long before 
he would come to earth that Jesus would be no 
ordinary baby and He would grow up to be no 
ordinary man. As the Prince of Peace, He in-
vites us into his Kingdom of full and perfect joy, 
giving us the assurance of safety and security.
 
The child born to us became our strong deliv-
er and our source of security and satisfaction 
forever. The Son given to us gave Himself for us.  
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. How is each of these 
names a special gift to you personally?

December 6th - Read Luke 1:51-55

In Mary’s famous sermon, The Magnificat, she 
proclaims God’s strength and also His judge-
ment on those who are proud and mighty—
those who had sinned against God. Mary 
speaks of how God deals with His people, and 
this is a reminder of why He was sending the 
Messiah in first place—we are all sinners in 
need of someone to rescue us. 

She also names many of God’s characteristics - 
his mercy, his power, his fairness, and his gen-
erosity.  Have you seen God be merciful? How 
do you see his power shown throughout all 
the earth? How have you seen him lift up the 
humble and put the prideful in their place? 
How have you seen him provide when there 
has been need? There are so many ways that 
God is at work in the world - we simply must 
pay attention. 

December 8th - Read Luke 2:1-7

One of the clearest signs of Christmas is na-
tivity scenes! They show up all around us; in 
neighbors’ yards, at church, in different places 
around our own house, and in signs all around 
town in stores. And the manger holds the cen-
ter spot in the nativity because that is where 
Jesus first slept after he was born, and he is the 
reason we celebrate!

Without a room for them, Mary and Joseph 
probably stayed in the courtyard area of the inn 
- the place where guests kept their animals. We 
see this “nativity” outside, with those animals; 
Mary and Joseph all sitting around the manger. 
It’s hard to imagine lower beginnings for the 
one who is King. May we never forget this is 
how Christianity began - with need and with a 
sense of insufficiency. Even in his birth, Jesus 
was setting the example we must all follow - 
being poor in spirit. Ask God to reveal where 
unknown pride may be in your heart, and ask 
him for help to be poor in spirit, to come to him 
always with humility and a surrendered heart.

December 7th - Read Matthew 2:18-25

The Bible tells many stories of how God used 
dreams and angels to speak to people, especially 
when they needed to hear something import-
ant. He wanted to make sure his message got 
across to them loud and clear. This is the kind 
of sign that is easy to see - something so out of 
the ordinary that it can’t be anything but God. 

And there are also times when God speaks to us 
in the ordinary, too. Those are harder times to 
notice, and we often see how God worked in us 
or spoke to us until long after.  What are some 
reasons we often miss those times God speaks to 
us in the ordinary? And what can we do to not 
miss God’s voice in those ordinary “signs”?



December 10th - Read Luke 2:8-9

Keeping watch over their flocks was a 24-hour job for a shepherd.  They had to keep their animals 
safe at all times - not just the times they felt like. In the same way, God is watching out for us at all 
times, too, and not just for a few hours a day.

God knows how best to keep us safe and protected. And because we trust in who he is, we know 
that he knows what what is good and right for us.  Just as sheep trust and follow their shepherd, 
we are called to trust and follow God. What are some parts of your life you struggle to completely 
trust God with? Ask him for help to surrender whatever you are still holding on to, and to trust in 
God’s good plan for you.

December 11th - Read Luke 2:10

The message that the Savior of the world was coming was good news. News “for all the people”  
not just some people.  This was pretty incredible news for the people to hear at the time - because 
at first, God has just one group of people he considered “his”. But he changed that by sending Jesus 
so that all people everywhere had the chance to be close to God and know him personally. No 
wonder the angel said this would “cause great joy”!

This, of course, would not be a temporary joy, but a forever one. Deeper and stronger than happi-
ness, this joyful good news brings us the promise of God himself. Not a happiness that promises of 
an easy life or a life of wealth or prosperity - but a deep, abiding joy that God made a way to bring 
us into his family.  What are some of the ways you experience being part of God’s family? (This 
afternoon is Christmas caroling - which is one way you can experience belonging in the family of God. 
Join us at 3:30pm in the Fellowship Hall!)



The Signs of Christmas
Week Three - Angels

The tiny gold ring inside the bag for 
Week Three represents the halo the 
messengers would wear who first 

brought the news that Jesus was com-
ing. Whether in a dream, like we learn 
last week, or in a large group out in 
the desert, like we’ll read about this 
week, these messengers brought the 
good news to the world. Place this 

halo alongside the light and the gift to 
remind yourself that we have also are 
messengers of this great news of God’s 

great love in Jesus Christ.



December 12th - Read John 14:27

This week we will spend several days reading 
about the angels’ part in announcing the birth 
of Jesus. They announced peace on earth - the 
peace needed between us and God; the peace 
we broke when we first sinned against God. The 
news the angels brought was that Jesus would 
bring that peace again.

This Sabbath day go star gazing! Take a walk 
outside, or turn out the lights in your room and 
stare out the window, gazing up at the sky to 
look at the stars. Put yourself in the place of the 
shepherds who first looked up at that same sky 
and saw the angels appear in a bright light to 
deliver the news that would change the world. 
Take the time to savor the peace Jesus gave to us 
when he came.



December 13th - Read Luke 2:11

The angel announces they are bringing good 
news - and in this simple verse, here it is: a 
Savior has come. There are so many “names” in 
this verse: Savior, Christ, Lord. It’s the combi-
nation of all three that tell us who Jesus is. He is 
the One who came to save us (Savior). He is the 
Promised One, the Messiah, who was chosen by 
God (Christ). Finally, he is the One to whom we 
belong (Lord). 
 
Combining all three of these truths about 
him tells the story of who Jesus is and what he 
came to do. Truly, good news for all. A message 
like this doesn’t get any better: a Rescuer had 
come to save. Think of someone you know that 
doesn’t know the truth of who Jesus is: the Res-
cuer of the world. Commit to praying for them 
in 2022, that they may know Jesus personally.

December 14th - Read Luke 2:12

The Savior has arrived - But how would the 
shepherds find him? The angels told them the 
sign - what will make them sure it’s really the 
Savior - is a baby, wrapped in cloths and lying 
in a manger. My guess is that wasn’t too com-
mon of a sight, even back then.

Notice that the sign for the shepherds wasn’t a 
star (that was reserved for the Wise Men). The 
only sign they had was that baby in a manger. 
Perhaps the Holy Spirit gave them a heavenly 
internal GPS system and they ran right to him. 
Maybe not. It doesn’t really matter.  What does 
matter is who the sign was: Jesus, the Promised 
One. The Savior God’s people had heard about 
for generations. He was finally here. Have you 
started to see more signs of Christmas now? 
What are they? How are you seeing God work 
in ways you haven’t before?

December 15th - Read Luke 2:13-14

Now a large group of angels have appeared and 
they praise God, declaring his glory and peace 
on earth! Though it says the angels spoke these 
words, I like to imagine they were singing 
them. Either way, it had to be a special sight for 
the shepherds. Glory indeed.
 
But the message was even more special. This 
baby, who birth announcement came in the 
most spectacular of ways, would bring peace 
“on whom his favor rests”  This is about God 
and his relationship with those who come 
to believe in him. Call, write a note,  or text 
someone you haven’t heard from in a while, 
just to say, “Hi, I miss you. How are things?”

December 16th - Read Luke 2:15

The shepherds had a pretty clear message sent 
to them—a host of angels appearing in the sky is 
something you can’t really miss! Notice the end 
of this verse “the Lord has made known to us.” 
Wouldn’t it be great if God would make every 
one of His messages to us as clear as the one He 
sent that night?
 
He did leave us with the Holy Spirit once Jesus 
returned to Heaven after His time on earth, and 
the Holy Spirit speaks to us in several ways—
though the Bible, through His still, small voice, 
through other people in our lives. He still makes 
things known to us today. It’s important to stop 
to listen. Spend the next several minutes in 
silence with God, focus on the practice putting 
away the voices of the world and listen to His 
voice only.



December 17th - Read Luke 2:16-18

The shepherds believed what the angels told them about this ordinary-looking baby, and 
because they believed, the baby became their Savior.  Their lives were never the same after 
seeing and believing Jesus, so much so they began glorifying and praising God for all they 
had seen. 
 
When we are given the gift of faith in Jesus, we change. It may not happened fast, but you 
cannot encounter Jesus Christ and not be altered forever.  Take heart and be encouraged of 
the work he is doing in your life this Christmas season.  How are you seeing God change you 
right now? God changing us doesn’t always happen in big ways; in fact, it often happens in 
small ways. So look for small ways he is working, too.

December 18th - Read Luke 2:19

The word was out: this baby was the Promised One. This must have been overwhelming for 
Mary... seeing how God was working by telling other people who Jesus was, thinking through 
what would come for her precious child. Certainly, she would feel overcome with many emo-
tions.  

It’s such a short, simple verse, and yet with all that was happening at this point in the story, it’s 
no wonder Luke felt the need to include this short pause.  As the lyrics of verse 2 of Hark the 
Herald Angels Sing tell us: Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord: Late 
in time behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb.  Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, hail the 
incarnate Deity! Pleased as man with man to dwell, Jesus our Immanuel, there is a lot going on 
here in these words! And they are powerful. Take a few moments and think through each line 
of verse 2 of that song we know so well and ask yourself what they each mean for you person-
ally. Ponder them in your heart.



The Signs of Christmas
Week Four - Love
As the effects of the birth the Jesus 
begin to spread through the land, we 
hear stories of people’s lives being 
changed. The shepherds, Simeon, 
Anna, the Wise Men... and this is only 
the beginning. God’s magnificent and 
amazing love for us was shown most 
powerfully through the life and death 
of his Son Jesus Christ. Take this heart 
and place it next to the rest of each 
weeks’ object, as a culminating sign 
that God so loved the world that he gave 
his one and only Son, that whoever be-
lieves in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. (John 3:16)



December 19th - Read Psalm 95:6-7

Each time we come to Sunday morning worship, 
we are able to do so because of God’s great love 
for us. And our worship of him is a response to 
that love. God always initiates our relationship 
with him - and our job is to respond. But job 
isn’t really even the right word, is it? Because 
wanting to worship God is something that 
comes naturally when we have experienced 
God’s transforming love. 

Sunday is also the day we traditionally consider 
a day of rest, which God commands to do once 
a week. Though it doesn’t have to be on Sunday, 
the most important thing is to take that one day 
of rest a week, make it set apart and different 
from the rest of your week. On this Sabbath day, 
take a good and peaceful rest by watching a 
Christmas movie! Pop some popcorn and enjoy 
time with loved ones, and praise Jesus for un-
conditional the love He freely gives.



December 20th - Read Luke 2:20

When the shepherds returned to their posts, 
they did so glorifying and praising God for all 
they heard and seen. Imagine the excitement, 
maybe filled with wondering and questions. 
Excited that the Promised One they heard 
about for years was finally here, and wonder-
ing why such a King would come in such a 
lowly way.

But isn’t that how God works... in the unex-
pected? Isn’t that how he often changes us? 
in ways we didn’t see coming? It’s okay that 
we don’t always see the signs of what God is 
doing. Or that we don’t understand them, 
either. God gives us the knowledge we need 
to know when we need to know it.  Ask God 
to help you embrace the mystery of living this 
life in full surrender to him.

December 21st - Read Luke 2:22-24

Jewish law at the time required a woman who 
gave birth go through purification rites. (To be 
made clean.) So Joseph and Mary took Jesus to 
Jerusalem to offer their sacrifice. We learn more 
about the significance of their offering from Le-
viticus 12:6-8, where it says a a lamb is required, 
or if she cannot afford that, bring two doves or 
young pigeons. In presenting the birds, we learn 
the poverty of Jesus’ parents - they could not 
afford a lamb. Once again we are reminded that 
Christianity began with a sprit of need.

God did not and does not come to the self-suf-
ficient; to those who think they do not need 
him. This is a truth we must remind ourselves of 
daily, as we can turn our growth or good deeds 
into a point of pride. But our only adequacy is 
in Christ (2 Corinthians 3:5). Where do you feel 
your own sense of need right now? Rejoice in 
this need and lay it at the foot of cross, praising 
Jesus for being all-sufficient.  

December 22nd - Read Luke 2:25-32

Another part of God’s law at the time was 
every first born child be brought to the temple 
to be presented to the Lord.  Mary and Joseph 
were there with Jesus and we hear the story 
of Simeon, who had been shown by the Spirit 
that he would get to see the Promised One 
before he died.
 
At the temple, Simon held Jesus in his arms 
and spoke these powerful words for us.  The 
words uttered from Simeon are full of joy—he 
had seen the salvation of the world and a light 
that would be a revelation. What signs of light 
and salvation do you see happening in the 
world right now? In other words, what are the 
ways you see God redeeming it?

December 23rd- Read Luke 2:36-39

Anna was a prophet who was also at the temple 
like Simeon. God gave her a word that this child 
would be the one who would bring redemption. 
A faithful woman of prayer, she never left the 
temple, worshipping night and day.  When she 
saw Jesus, she recognized her Redeemer, the 
one who would rescue the world. As a prophet, 
her job was to tell people God’s message to the 
world. And so she did!  She spoke about the 
child “to all who were looking forward to the 
redemption of Israel.” (v. 38)

A prophet is a truth-teller, not necessarily one 
who predicts the future, as we tend to think 
of prophets. And we have the benefit (and 
responsibility) to test truth against Scripture. 
(Acts 17:11) What is a truth about God have 
you learned recently that you could share with 
someone you love? Something that has opened 
your heart and your mind in a different way to 
who God really is?



December 24th - Read Matthew 2:1-10

Rumors had started the baby born was the King of the Jews, and this troubled King Herod. So 
he sent his advisors—we often call them the Wise Men— to see if it was true. They came from 
the far east, and that journey would have taken several months, and they used a star to guide 
them to Jesus.
 
The Magi were men who thought stars predicted the future. Though this was a false belief, 
God used the stars to get their attention because he knew they would respond to it. And so 
the sign of the star enters in to the story of Jesus’ birth - the sign that would guide them to the 
one, true King. What are some ways God might be trying to get your attention right now?

December 25th- Read Matthew 2:11

In the tradition of that time, when one went to meet a king, you brought gifts. The Magi 
brought the best of what they had to Jesus. Did you know the myrrh they brought could cost 
as much as $10,000 today?  
 
What does it look like for you to bring your best to one true King: Jesus? It’s not about bring-
ing the most expensive thing. What does our best look like? This looks different for each one 
of us, because God has given all of us different gifts and passions that get us excited, to light us 
on fire to go out into the world and serve him. Bringing our best to Jesus the king is not about 
an expense gift—it’s about what honors Him most. What are you most passionate about, and 
how can you use that to serve God?

Merry Christmas!


