
 
 
Supplies for Fishing Hole Game: 

 Magnetic Fishing Set  
http://www.carnivalsavers.com/magnetic-fishing-game-fun-carnival-game/ (cost if 
about $10) 

 Shallow Pool (with or without water) or 

 Blue Tablecloth (if you are not using water) 

 Permanent Marker  
 
 
 
Game Setup: 
Before your carnival, add different numbers on one side of your fish using a perma-
nent marker. 
Mark numbers "1", "2" and "3" on each fish.  
 
Because this game includes water - you must have an adult present at all times after 
you fill water in the pool. If you cannot have an adult, this game can be run without the 
water. Just add the fish to the empty pool - the kids still love it! 
 
How to Play the Fishing Hole: 
Carnival players are given a magnetic fishing pole with a chance to "catch a fish" and 
see what number the catch! The numbers of tickets the child receives corresponds to 
the fish his catches. 
 
 

Fishing Hole Game 

http://www.carnivalsavers.com/magnetic-fishing-game-fun-carnival-game/


 
For this carnival game you will need a table, three cups and a ping pong ball for this 
fun carnival game.  Have the booth operator set out the three cups face down and 
show the player that they are putting the ping pong ball under one of them.  Then 
shuffle the cups around without lifting them from the table.  Ask the player to guess 
which cup the ball is under.   
 
Kids love trying to figure out which one the ball is under!  Give one ticket for a correct 
guess. (Limit 3 guesses) 

Cup Switcheroo 



You can either design your own (like the Angry Birds ver-

sion) or purchase a set from Orientals Trading (search 

“carnival can bean bag toss games) 

 

Give the child 3 tosses and if they knock down any 

amount of cans, give them one ticket. (3 tickets max) 

Bean Bag Can Toss 



Water Bottle Ring Toss  

Fill bottles with water and set them in a triangle 

shape about 4 feet from where the children will be 

throwing the rings.  Make a triangle from 6, 10 or 15 

bottles.  Buy rings from Oriental Trading or recycle 

old butter tub lids by cutting rings from them. 

 

Make 3 sections for the kids to win between 1—3 

tickets. 1 for the closest to the child, 2 tickets at the 

next tier and 3 for the furthest away. 

 

You can also buy a complete set (rather than do the 

DIY version at Oriental Trading or Amazon. Search 

“Carnival Ring Toss Game” 

    



Duck Pond Grab 

Supplies for Matching Ducks Carnival Game: 

 Several rubber ducks that float without tipping over 

 Toddler Pool or other large bucket or container with water to make the ducks float 

 Access to Water - Large Pitcher or empty Milk Jugs for filling pond with water  
 
 

Game Setup: 
This game is a super easy and fast game to set up!  Set up your "duck pond" to be filled with just 
enough water for the ducks to float and to place the ducks in the pond. Wait to add the water until 
you are ready for children to play this game . Label most of the ducks (underneath) with a number 1. 
And a few others with a 2 and a 3. 

 

How to Play the Matching Ducks Carnival Game: 
Give each child the chance to choose 2 ducks and the number at the bottom of the duck is the num-
ber of tickets they win. 
 

 



 

Set out fish bowls or use large plastic cups 

for this fun game.  If you use large plastic 

cups hot glue them onto a large piece of 

thick cardboard.  Line the bowls or cups up 

side by side so there are no gaps between 

the containers. Label each bowl or cup with numbers 1, 2, or 3. 

This will correspond to the number of tickets they will win. 

Give players 3 ping pong balls and tell them to try and get the balls 

into the cups.  This is harder then it looks because the ping pong 

balls bounce around!  You can also choose several random cups 

and color them a different color and if a ball lands in the special 

cups the player gets a bigger prize.  You could also use different 

size cups! 

 

Tip:  Make sure and contain this game with at least 3 walls as the 

balls tend to bounce everywhere.   

 

If you don’t want to do the “DIY” version—

here is the picture of a similar version of the 

game you can purchase from Oriental Trad-

ing. Search ”Carnival Table Tennis Toss 

Game”. Cost is around $10  

 

 

Ping Pong Ball Toss 



Velcro Bulls Eye 

 
INSTRUCTIONS 
Set up board and mark where you want children to stand with a 
taped line 

 
Give each child 3 balls to throw. Give 1 ticket for the our circle, 2 
for the next one inside and 3 for the center target. 
 
TIPS 
 
You could make your own and use the colors of your party theme 
or you might be able find one to match your theme. 

 
 
MATERIALS 
 
· Dart  
· Velcro Balls 
· Tape 



Super Tic Tac Toe 

Super Tic Tac Toe 

Create a super Tick Tac Toe board (at least 4' x 4' ... if you have 

the room make it as large as possible!) with butcher paper or a 

large sheet and duct tape for the lines or using pool noddles from 

the dollar store (or any other idea you can think of. But nothing 

can be adhered to the floor!) 

Buy or you can make several beanbags and give each player  

Tell them to make a tic tac toe (either 3 beanbags in a row across, 

down or diagonal) to win a ticket.  

Tip: You could play with them or they could play with a friend. 
 

Red butcher paper - 4.5 

feet x 4.5 feet. Using bean 

bags to play.   



Corn Hole 

 

Already have corn hole at home? Bring it to the carnival and give 

each kids 3 tosses. For each toss they make it in to the hole, give 

them a ticket! Put painters tape in 3 places further away from the 

game for different age kids. 
 



Stilt Race 

Have kids race on coffee can stilts around a flag and back. They 
can race two at a time or individually if you don’t want it to be com-
petitive. 

Make stilts out by taking a large coffee can and poking two holes in 
it- one on each side, directly under the bottom of the can. String 
twine (or other tough string) through the holes and tie the ends to-
gether to create a rope handle. 
 
The rope handle should be long enough for the child to stand on 
the can and grab the handle without hunching.  



Bucket Toss 

There are a couple ways you could do this game (see pictures 

above). Label the buckets 1, 2, 3, or 4. (no higher than four, but 

you could also only do 3 buckets) Give them 3 chances to throw. 

Whichever bucket their ball lands in corresponds to the number of 

tickets they win. Use nerf balls or something similar that’s not too 

bouncy, otherwise it’s too hard to get the balls to stay in the buck-

ets. 

 

Create a couple of lines (closer for young kids, farther away from 

older) so they know where to stand. 



Human Fruit Machine 

 
With a normal fruit machine competitors pay to try to match win-
ning lines of lemons, oranges, pears etc. With a human fruit ma-
chine the same principle applies except the fruits are randomly 
pulled from a box or sack by the stallholder. 

As you can see from the example above you need at least 2-3 
people to run this game. 

When the machine starts the operators will pop out a hand con-
taining one of a selection of three fruits. Each child will get one 
ticket for trying, two if they match 2 fruits and 3 if they match 3. 

 

You can use large sheet of carboard (or a cut up refrigerator box) 
and fashion one that completely hides the person except for the 
hole. Or using the pictures above to make one smaller scale. 

 



Kissing Booth 

Pretty simple! Find a large jars or apothecary vase, fill it up with 
kisses (make sure to count them) and let the kids guess. 
 
1 ticket if they come with 25, 2 for 15 and 1 for just guessing. 



Pick a Door 

Kids roll a foam dice or randomly choose a door to open to receive 

a surprise prize. An alternative is to make a "pick a pocket" game 

by sewing numbered pockets onto heavy material.  

 

Instead of a “prize” each door will have a number assigned to it

(between 1-4, no higher) even with more doors or pockets. What-

ever number is on the one they chose is the number of tickets they 

win. 



Nerf Football Toss 

Football toss: Let kids try to score a touchdown by throwing a 

football through a wooden or other type of cutout. For added fun, 

decorate the board with the logo or team colors of a favorite high 

school, college, or professional team.  

 

Use up to 4 openings and label them 1-4. Give the corresponding 

number of tickets for whichever hole they make it into. Give them 3 

tosses. 



Bowling 

Supplies Needed: 
10 plastic 2-liter bottles, with labels removed 
Craft Paint 
Colored Tape 
A few pounds of beans or sand 
Kickball 

Paint and decorate the bottle with the tape, then use a funnel to 

add a new ounces of weight (beans or sand) to the bottom of each 

bottle. Make sure the practice with the ball to make sure the bot-

tles aren’t too heavy to knock over. 

 

Give them 1 ticket for trying, 2 for a spare and 3 for a strike. 



 
 

How to Play: 
 

Each player has 4 chances to drop a clothespin into the jug. This 

game is harder than it looks, so you may want to give the younger 

children a fw more chances. 

 

Give each child 1 tickets for trying and additional tickets for each 

one that makes it in. 

Clothespin Drop 
Materials Needed: 

Large jug with small opening (we 

used a clear 1 gallon water jug and 

covered it with red and white striped 

paper) 

 

Clothespins (You will want 50 - 100 

clothespins to prevent from slowing 

the game) 

 

Small Hula Hoop (as shown) or side-

walk chalk to prevent kids from stand-

ing right over the jug 

 

1 medium container to hold the 

clothes pins for your game 

  

A few rocks or some sand to weigh 

down the jug. 



Disk Drop 

To score points, just place a disk flat on the board and let it drop. 

You can make your own (see right) or purchase the one on the left 

from Oriental Trading (left) for about $25.  

 

The number of tickets the child wins corresponds with either 1 - 5, 

the number where the disk lands. 



Rocket Blast 

Game Setup: 

Using the string, ang hula hoops from each other as show in our 
picture. Hang the hoops from a device to keep the hoops sus-
pended. Be sure there is room behind the hoops so the kids have 
a target that allows the rocket to fly through the hoop. 

Next, set up your "stand behind" lines so kids know where to 
stand to fly their rockets though the hoops. 
 

How to Play the Rocket Blast Carnival Game: 
Carnival players are given 3 Foam Rockets to try to shoot into the 
Hula Hoop. 1 tickets is given for each target made. 

 

Of course, like all games we suggest you test it out. Make sure 
you can make the rockets fly far enough to make it through the 
targets! 

Supplies for Rocket Blast: 

 Small Sized Hula 

Hoops http://

www.carnivalsavers.com/

catalog/

item/1906441/9167733.htm  

10 for $20 

 Lightweight Netting at-

tached to back (to catch 

rockets) OPTIONAL 

 Cord or String to hang 

the hoops  

 Large Foam Finger 

Rockets (http://

www.carnivalsavers.com/

catalog/

item/7118148/9167586.htm

) $17 

 Some way to hang this 

inside (attached to a wood-

en frame, ect.) 

http://www.carnivalsavers.com/catalog/item/1906441/9167733.htm
http://www.carnivalsavers.com/catalog/item/1906441/9167733.htm
http://www.carnivalsavers.com/catalog/item/7118148/9167586.htm
http://www.carnivalsavers.com/catalog/item/7118148/9167586.htm


Guessing Booth 

Pretty simple! Find a large jars or apothecary vase, fill it up with a 
few different candies (make sure to count them) and let the kids 
guess. 
 
1 ticket if they come with 25, 2 for 15 and 1 for just guessing. 



Set up a table with cups, saucers and small containers and toss 
pennies to win small prizes.  
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
• Set up a low table. 
• Arrange cups, containers and plates in various positions. Use 

tape to secure if needed. 
• Place cones or rope to show where to stand to toss pennies. 
• Each child takes pennies and tosses to see if they can get it into 

the containers. 
• Give each child four pennies. Give them one ticket for each tar-

get them make. 
 

Variation 
Cut shapes of colored construction paper and number them. If a 
penny lands on a number they choose a prize from that prize 
bucket. 
 

 
MATERIALS 

• Low Table 

• Colorful cups, containers,  
small plates 

• Pennies 

• Small bag to hold pennies 

Penny Toss 



Pool Noodle Car Race 
Materials Needed: 

-1 Extra Large Pool Noddle 

-2 toy cars 

-Toothpicks 

-Needle Nose pliers 

-Card Stick in 

various colors 

-Start and  

Finish Signs 

 

1. Cut pool noodle in half with a serrated knife. 

2. Put the two pieces close to each other and take the toothpicks. Take as 

many toothpicks as you find necessary and start inserting as many as 

you want between the two halves so that they stick well together.  

3. Put the two pieces close to each other and take the toothpicks. Take as 

many toothpicks as you find necessary and start inserting as many as 

you want between the two halves so that they stick well together.  

4. Make sure you have in handy a nose pliers in order to 

cut the unnecessary part of the toothpicks that you no 

longer use and that will just get in the way.   

5. Take some more toothpicks and some card stocks and 

glue, and start creating some flags. You need as many 

as to have the both sides of the track covered.   

More detailed instructions here: http://diyreal.com/diy-pool-noodle-race-track/ 



 

Material Needed: 

• Straws 
• A dowel rod thin enough to fit 

inside your straws 
• Craft sticks 
• Cardboard 
• Sharpie markers 
• Scissors 
• Duct tape 
• A cup – for tracing circles 
• A few pennies 
• Squirt Gun 
 

Don’t forget to have a bucket 
of water nearby for gun refills. 
 
 
 

Target Practice 



Skee Ball 

A couple of cardboard boxes, duck tape and some balls, and 
you’ve got a DIY skee ball game! 
 
Label the holes 1 through 5 and give the corresponding tickets for 
the target that is made. 



Putt-Putt Golf 

The church has the green. You just provide the club and the ball! 



Have kids try and shoot ping pong balls off the tops of golf tees or 
two liters with a water gun. Push gold tees into Styrofoam block or 
set up about five two liters in a row with lids removed. 

Place ping pong balls on top and let the player shoot until all the 

water is gone from their gun. Decide how far back they should 

shoot depending on their age. Don’t forget to have a bucket of wa-

ter nearby for gun refills. 

 

This is an outdoor game and adjustments will need to be made if 

there is inclement weather. 

Target Ping Pongs 



Non-game Booth Ideas 

Face Painting 
Large Bubble Station (outdoor) 
Chalk Mural (outdoor) 
Hula Hoop Station (outdoor) 
Jousting Station 
Hotdog Station 
Cotton Candy Booth 
Popcorn Station 
Lollipop Pull  
Diva Center 
Dunk Tank 
 
 
 

Welcome Table (2) 
Booth Runners (1-2) 
Welcome Team (4?) 
 


